Project Title: Culturally Appropriate TB Educational Materials for     Project Dates: 2003-2006
Leaders and Staff of Hispanic Service Organizations                         Method: Focus group 
Target Audience: Hispanic service organizations                                            discussion
Principal Investigator(s): Scott McCoy, MEd                                    Topic: Development of  Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (smccoy1@cdc.gov)                 culturally appropriate  

                                                                                                                        education materials 


Instrument Title: Discussion Guide for Phase I Focus Groups (APHA): Perceptions of TB in the Hispanic Community
Total Participant time required:         2.00 hours

Total Focus Group Time:                                               1.95 Hours

Total break time:                                                              .05 minutes

OVERALL QUESTION TO ANSWER IN FOCUS GROUP DISCUSSIONS:

The purpose of the study is to conduct evaluative research to determine (in order of priority):

· As community leaders, what do they believe are the perceptions of TB in the Hispanic Community?
· What actions are you taking in TB elimination efforts?
Introduction, Explanation, GrouP PROCESS


(5 minutes)

A.  Moderator introduces her/himself and explains project’s purpose.  

Hello, my name is __________ and I am a/an_________at the University of North Texas Health Science Center in Fort Worth, Texas.  My assistants are_____________________________. 

We are working on a project for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, on health issues in the Hispanic community.  You have all been asked to join us here tonight because of your expertise in this area and the important roles you play in organizations in your community - in education, public agencies, non-profit agencies, hospitals or clinics. You are here because of your interest and the valuable insights and perspectives you can share.  We plan to use your input to improve education for TB prevention and control. We will be discussing your ideas about health and tuberculosis, to provide information to apply in TB educational materials. Before we begin, let me tell you about this focus group and answer any initial questions you may have.

B.   Explain focus group process.  

A focus group is a research method for collecting data similar to surveys, except that rather than asking questions on a one-on-one basis, questions are posed to the whole group and everyone is asked to respond and talk to each other.  We are interested in your own opinions, in other words, what you think and feel about each topic.

C. Read and have participants sign consent forms.



(10 minutes)

D.  Have participants complete information form.



(10 minutes)

E. Explain focus group process.





(5 minutes)

As explained in the consent form, this focus group is confidential.  Everything you say in this discussion will be kept private and no names will be used in my report.  It is important to us that you give us your honest opinions. We will be tape-recording your comments tonight, for me to review and summarize your thoughts in a report. The tape will be kept confidential.

Our discussion will last about two hours and we will take a five-minute break about halfway through. To cover everything and end on time, I will move the discussion, but everyone will have an opportunity to speak. Please speak clearly, one at a time, and share your opinions. There are no right or wrong answers.  We are interested in your opinions and you do not have to agree with one another - we are interested in hearing different opinions.

F. Respondent introductions:





(5 minutes)

Let’s have everyone introduce him or herself.  Please tell us your name, what organization you represent, and what role you play related to your participation in this group discussion.

GROUP DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:





Please discuss the following issues as a group, with each member participating in the discussion. You may not reach a consensus on each issue, but all ideas are valuable.

PERCEPTION OF TB IN HISPANIC COMMUNITY: 


(30 minutes)
A. What kinds of services do you usually provide to the Hispanic community through your organizations?

B. What health and social issues are you professionally concerned about that affect the Hispanic community? Do your personal views or experiences affect these concerns?

C. What kinds of health problems are of greatest concern to you?  Where do these fit in, in relation to other concerns?

D. What about TB? Would you say TB is more or less important than other health and social concerns? 

E. Is TB currently a problem in your local area?  Who do you think is at highest risk for 

TB?  Is it a problem in the Hispanic community? If so, is stigma a major issue?

(Break)









(5 minutes)

TB PREVENTION AND EDUCATION:




(30 minutes)

A. Have you ever been involved in TB control and prevention?  If so, what activities?

B. Do the TB prevention and control activities by local agencies seem relevant to your work? Why or why not?

C. What are the main priorities in health education for staff and clients of Hispanic service organizations?

D.  What are the most appropriate methods for TB education for staff and clients? 

E.  What do you think are the social, cultural, and/or language barriers in TB?    

      education for Hispanic clients, including new immigrants?

F. Are there socioeconomic and legal barriers in TB education for Hispanic clients?

What are they?

SHARING HEALTH INFORMATION:




(15 minutes)
A. What organizations (national, state, local) should the CDC or public health department work with in sharing TB health information? 

(PROBE for specific names, professional newsletters, annual conferences/meetings, networks and organizations, and use of the Internet as information source)

B. Who are some Hispanic health and social service leaders and staff contacts in various locations around the U.S., for future focus groups? 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS AND CONCLUSIONS


(5 minutes)

Has your perception of the need for TB education changed during this discussion?


If so, how? 

That’s all the questions I have.  Thank you for participating in this discussion.  Your comments will be invaluable in the development of educational materials.

Focus Group Participant Information Sheet





Focus Group Information

Location:
San Francisco, California - American Public health Association 



Marriott Hotel

Date:

November 17th, 2003

Time:

_____________

Sponsored by: Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the University of North Texas Health Science Center at Fort Worth.

________________________________________________________________________

Please provide the following information:
____________________________________________________________

First Name:________________Last Name:________________________________







Organization:
____________________________Position:_____________________

Office address: _________________________City/state/zip:__________________

Office Phone:_________________FAX:__________Email:__________________

Referred by (person, group):______________________________

Age range: 21-30____ 31-40____41-50____51-60____61-70_____ 71+____

Sex: M
____
F____


National origin:________________________

Education (last degree):_________


Language most frequently: written ________________spoken_________________

Length of U.S. residence - years:______

________________________________________________________________________

Please read the following statement about how your confidentiality will be protected.

I understand that my personal information will be kept strictly confidential. I understand that what is said in the group will be tape recorded, but no names or identifying information will be used in the summary of the group discussion. It is my choice to be a part of the focus group and I can change my mind at any time.

Sign:_____________________________ Date:__________________________










