Project Title: The Tuberculosis Epidemiologic Studies Consortium (TBESC)
Project Officer: Rachel Albalak, PhD
  

Principal Investigator(s):  Investigators from member sites of the TBESC and CDC staff 
Project Overview: The TBESC is a national collaboration of tuberculosis researchers, and includes the leading TB experts in the country.  It was established by the Division of Tuberculosis Elimination (DTBE) in 2001 to strengthen and coordinate tuberculosis research.  Its 21 sites include academic institutions, public health departments, hospitals, and for-profit and non-profit organizations. The Consortium’s mission is to conduct studies that are relevant to front-line TB programs in the areas of epidemiologic, behavioral, economic, and operational research. It also seeks to develop local health departments’ capacity for independent research and to promote local and regional collaboration.  Since its establishment, the TBESC has launched 16 studies on a broad range of topics. This includes evaluating immune markers for susceptibility to TB, evaluating new diagnostic tests for TB disease and latent TB infection (LTBI), examining missed opportunities for preventing TB in special populations (e.g., children, foreign-born persons), describing the epidemiology of multi drug-resistant TB, and better understanding LTBI and TB treatment issues among African Americans.   

Objectives: The objectives are to:  1) conduct epidemiologic, behavioral, economic, laboratory and operational research that is relevant to front-line TB programs; 2) develop local health department capacity for independent research; 3) build local and regional collaborations in TB research; and 4) serve as a model for conducting multi-site studies in TB and other diseases.
Target Audience: Epidemiologists; behavioral and basic scientists; TB program planners; TB controllers

Methods:  Five standing committees (research, publications and presentations, process evaluation, bylaws, external relations), an executive committee, a steering committee of the whole, and CDC TBESC staff guide the consortium’s day-to-day activities and decision-making processes.  They also provide a structure for long-term planning.  Ad hoc workgroups (e.g., diagnostics workgroup) are created for special needs. The consortium’s infrastructure also includes a number of specialized tools to support its mission.  A state-of-the-art web-based data management system, for example, was developed for remote data entry.  An external monitoring and quality assurance contract with a research services organization ensures the highest-quality research.   
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